United to promote Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal!
Gathering
Opportunities

New Start for the Development Project

Journées de la culture
October 1 and 2, 2016
Twentieth anniversary: honoring music!
Choirs, carillon and organ concerts

Annual Pilgrimage
of the Italian Community
Saturday, September 25
Benvenuto!

A

total financial support of nearly $63 million
has been confirmed, on June 6, by the Québec and Canadian governments, as well as by
the City of Montréal for the completion of the
major renovation and development project of
Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal.

The Oratory’s Rector, Father Claude Grou,
CSC, stated that this financial support “marks
a new start for the development project”
which its phase 1 has been completed in 2009.
Construction work should begin in the first
quarter of 2017.
Continued on page 6 ▶

Annual Gathering of the
Associates of Brother André
Sundays, October 2, 9, 16, 23
(by invitation)

Gardens of the Way of the Cross
Open until October 10

Concerts on the Beckerath Organ
Complete Organ Works of Bach Series
continues every Sunday during the Fall
(except Saturday, September 24)
Basilica, 3:30 p.m.
Two concerts requiring an admission
fee will be presented in collaboration
with the Montreal Bach Festival
November 20, The Goldberg Variations
Luc Beauséjour, organ
and Gilles Cantagrel,
commentary in French
November 27, Final Concert
Jens Korndörfer, organ
•••

Marc Gilbert

www.saint-joseph.org

Were present at this major announcement (from left to right): Mr. Denis Poirier, Vice-Rector; Mr. Denis Coderre, Mayor of
Montréal; Mr. Martin Coiteux, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Land Occupancy, Minister of Public Security and Minister
responsible for the Montréal region; the Honourable Mélanie Joly, Minister of Canadian Heritage; Father Claude Grou, CSC,
Rector of Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal; the Honourable Thomas J. Mulcair, Member of Parliament for Outremont
riding, Leader of the New Democratic Party; Mr. Carlos J. Leitão, Minister of Finance, Minister responsible for Government
Administration and Ongoing Program Review and Chair of the Conseil du trésor; Ms. Hélène David, Minister responsible for
Higher Education and member for Outremont; Father Patrick Vézina, CSC, Vice-Rector.

A Vision to Guide Us

T

o sum up in a few words the meaning of Saint Joseph’s
A lot of ground has been covered since its humble
Oratory of Mount Royal is not easy. What are its beginnings! More than one hundred years have gone
place and role within our society and our Church? We by and the modest shrine is now a great basilica in the
have attempted to summarize in which direction we centre of a metropolis. In a city where people of all culwant to go, and how we wish
tures, all origins and all reliThe vision
to stand out and our resulting
gions interact, often without
In the heart of the city creating that space
vision statement is clear: In
knowing each other, here
for welcome, for encounter and for reflection,
the heart of the city creating
is a place where everyone
where the heritage of Saint Brother André thrives
that space for welcome, for
is welcome, a place where
encounter and for reflection,
an encounter with the other
where the heritage of Saint
and recollection is possible.
Brother André thrives.
Saint Brother André left us
In 1904, Saint
nearly 80 years ago, but his
Brother André
heritage continues to have
wanted a place where he could welcome its effect and brings light and peace to millions of visitors.
those who came to him, and offer them a
The renovations that will soon take place at the
place for quiet prayer. Thanks to the men Oratory will help to better serve the mission and vision
and women who gathered around him, of the largest shrine dedicated to Saint Joseph where
the little oratory dedicated to Saint you are always welcome.
Joseph was assembled, bit by bit.
Father Claude Grou, CSC
Rector

Ambassadors of Saint Brother André

F

rom the inception of Saint Joseph’s Oratory, Brother
André was always surrounded by a group of friends
who were actively involved in his ideas. They shared his
trust in Saint Joseph and his faith in God’s love. Their
number never ceased to increase. His friends were veritable ambassadors promoting his work.
Jules-Aimé Maucotel was one of Brother André’s first
friends. He put a lot of energy and enthusiasm into the
development of Saint Joseph’s Oratory. His encounter with
Brother André had restored his health and a zest for life.
He was ready to do anything to honour Saint Joseph. He
was a natural leader when it came to obtaining permissions to expand the Oratory’s first chapel. He
was proud to be, in effect, an ambassador
entrusted with the mission of promoting
Brother André’s project. And what was the
religious brother’s dream? To create a house
of prayer dedicated to Saint Joseph, a
place of compassion and healing, a
place of hope and peace. By means
of this arrangement, Brother André

wanted to help people come
to know and love Saint Joseph.
Brother André used to tell
his friends that once he had
died and gone to heaven, closer
to the good Lord, he would be
in a better place to help them.
His list of friends continues to
grow with each passing year and many among them
contribute to make him known and loved. A couple (who
are Grand Associates) from Guardian Angels parish in
Vancouver, donated to their church a magnificent stainedglass window depicting the Oratory and its founder (see
photo). Thanks to them, the saintly Brother André watches
over the parishioners, adding his prayer to those of other
saints and guardian angels.
Friends of Brother André, each in our own way, let us
become ambassadors of his mission and message of hope.

Father Jean-Pierre Aumont, CSC
Co-Director of the Associates of Brother André
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Planned giving: an investment in the future of Saint Joseph’s Oratory

The Importance of the Testamentary Gift

R

ecently, I gave a conference on different types of planned gifts and
their associated tax benefits. I noticed
that the listeners still seemed to think
that a testamentary gift was only for
rich people or those who didn’t have
any heirs. This presumption is as old
as it is false.
At the end of my conference, a member of the audience, Mrs. Lison, came to
meet me and we had an opportunity to
talk. She told me that she had made out
her will many years ago, even before
her husband died eight years earlier.
Because the only heir in the will was
her deceased husband, she was trying
to plan ahead, to have it rewritten.
As we spoke, I learned that she had
been an Associate of Brother André for
many years. Three years ago, she joined
the ranks of the Grand Associates of
Brother André and next year she will
be invited for the first time to join the
Rector’s Group.
Mrs. Lison wanted to thank me for
the explanations I gave during the
conference. She regretted not being
able to give a testamentary gift to the
Oratory, thinking that she was not rich
enough to do so. In addition, she wanted
her three children and four grandchildren to benefit.
Of course, we want to make sure
that our family is taken care of before
we think of making a gift. Continuing
our discussion, Mrs. Lison told me that
she has been coming to the Oratory
since she was a child, adding, “I love
this place of immense richness and
beauty and the warm welcome I receive
here. I contribute to help preserve it for
future generations.”
I explained that a large part Saint
Joseph’s Oratory’s annual funding
comes from testamentary gifts from
benefactors who chose to make a gift
upon their death. It is an effective way

to leave their mark, to contribute more
generously than they were able to dur
ing their lifetime; and this can be done
without disinheriting their children.

Your annual contribution over the years
is vitally important to the Oratory. Upon
your death, who will be responsible? A
testamentary gift does not have to be
a fortune to be worthwhile. It lets you
help the Oratory one last time, even if
you yourself are no longer present.
Three weeks later, Mrs. Lison came back
to see me after talking to her notary. She
initially intended to separate her assets
equally between her children, 33% each,
and to bequeath a specific amount to
each of her four grandchildren. Reconsidering everything, she decided that
she wanted to share her values with her
children and grandchildren, thus includ
ing a final gift to the Oratory because
of its importance to her.
Considering the sum of her annual
gifts, Mrs. Lison concluded that 10%
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of her residual assets would serve as
a reminder. Each of her grandchildren
will receive the amount she initially
intended to leave them, and her three
children will each receive 30% of her net
assets instead of 33%, which will leave
10% for the Oratory. The difference for
her children is minimal, but this gesture
will have a great impact on the Oratory.
In addition, the estate will benefit from
a charitable donation tax credit that
will decrease the amount of taxes owed.
A testamentary gift is a gesture that
makes a big difference, and it allow
donors to pass on their
values as well.

Claudia Côté, B.A., LL.L.

Attorney and Legal Advisor
Director, Planned Giving Program
514 733-8211, ext. 2523
or (toll-free) 1-877-672-8647
ccote@osj.qc.ca

A Tribute to Francine St-Laurent-Synnott

W

T

Claudia Côté

hat a pleasure for me to present to you Mrs. Francine
St-Laurent-Synnott who is committed to Saint
Joseph’s Oratory in several ways. Since 1985, she has
been a reader at Mass on Thursdays. “The people I
meet share beautiful testimonies that really touch me;
it is an extraordinary spiritual community,” she tells
me. “I love this place of enrichment and prayer, where
we feel an atmosphere of love, peace and beauty,” she
continues. Without a doubt, the Oratory is close to Mrs.
Synnott’s heart!
In addition to being a long-time and devoted volunteer, Mrs. Synnott is an Oratory benefactor, a member
of the Rector’s Group for fifteen consecutive years. She
has also chosen to participate in the Oratory’s planned
giving program through a life-insurance policy. She explains: “What can I say, the Oratory, the Congregation
of Holy Cross, the mountain and Côte-des-Neiges have
been part of my life for such a long time, I care about
Saint Brother André’s legacy.”
A resident of the Côte-des-Neiges neighbourhood
since 1944, she has watched the area evolve. She started
by studying at École Normale Ignace-Bourget, which
was run by the Sisters of Holy Cross. She was one of the
first students to obtain a bachelor’s degree in education
from Université de Montréal. While still in school, she
worked part-time at the Caisse populaire Notre-Damedes-Neiges that her father had founded. Because her
life always revolved around this area, she tells me that
a small group of students from Université de Montréal
would meet daily at the cafeteria in Saint Joseph’s Oratory, which is where she met her husband, who came
from Gatineau to study medicine. There were married
in 1960 and had four children.
Francine St-Laurent-Synnott taught at the boarding
school run by the Soeurs Jésus-Marie in Outremont.
In becoming a teacher, she followed in the footsteps

of her father, also a teacher. And when her third child
began school, in 1968, she went back to university to
complete an M.A. in Linguistics. Equipped with her
new knowledge, Mrs. St-Laurent-Synnott returned went
back to teaching, first at Collège Marguerite-Bourgeoys
then at Collège Regina Assumpta for twenty-two years.
Upon retiring, a new adventure opened up when a
sister asked her to give a course on the biblical Book
of Psalms to a group of adults. Mrs. St-Laurent-Synnott
threw all her energy into this new challenge, dedicating
many hours to study and research. Later, her courses
were broadcast on Radio Ville-Marie for a few years. Can
you really retire from teaching when it is your passion,
your purpose in life?
Despite all her activities, the Oratory was, and always
will be, at the centre of her life, she tells me.
We want to express our gratitude to Mrs. Francine
St-Laurent-Synnott. Her commitment toward Saint Joseph’s Oratory combines with all kinds of generous acts
that make this place a place of welcome and recollection
where the heritage of Saint Brother André thrives.

Claudia Côté

HANK YOU to each and every one of you
for your interest and the many gifts you regularly

send to Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount-Royal!
The generosity you manifest toward the Oratory

helps maintain, expand and develop the work founded
by Saint Brother André.
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Brother André: an inspiration for today

Mary Ryan’s Delightful Story

O

Claudia Coté

n several occasions, I had the opportunity to meet
“I was 17 years old when Brother André died, in January
Mrs. Mary Ryan, during official receptions for the Rec- 1937; I came to pay my respects,” she recalls. Despite the
tor’s Group, at her home and recently on a pilgrimage to winter cold, she waited in a long line-up from the street
Saint Joseph’s Oratory. She came with a group organized to the crypt church to reach Brother André’s casket. “I
by the residence where she lives. However, Mrs. Ryan think it took two hours before I stood right next to Saint
did not want to follow the group on a guided tour, “My Brother André, but at that age, you’re not afraid of the
legs are rather tired,” she said. So we spent some time cold,” she laughingly says.
together. She told me her
Mrs. Ryan wanted to
story and kindly agreed to
hono u r S a int Brot her
share it with the readers of
André in a different way
The Friend of Brother André.
by taking out a first chaMary Ryan, the fourth
ritable gift annuity for
in a family of seven childSaint Joseph’s Oratory in
ren, will be 96 in Novem2005. “I have exceeded the
ber. Despite a few health
estimated life expectancy
problems, Mary still has a
when I took out this gift
keen eye and quick mind.
annuity and the Oratory
She had a thirty-year cacontinues to pay it to me,
reer at Bell Canada. Start
it is unbelievable! I have
ing as a receptionist in the
received more capital than
department of long-disI invested, so I want to give
tance calls, she was later
something back,” she says
promoted to manager of
with a smile. So in February
over one hundred and fifty operators.
2016, Mary decided to take out another gift annuity, to
Her love for the Oratory began many years ago, at her show her appreciation.
first communion, she recalls. Her mother brought her
Mrs. Ryan has kept her wonderful sense of humour, and
there to commemorate the event and take some lovely we had a lovely time together. She took the opportunity
pictures in front of the statue of Saint Joseph, at the to stop at the gift shop and purchase a statue of Saint
entrance. This devotion to Saint Joseph and Saint Bro- Brother André as a present for the priest who celebrates
ther André was passed down from mother to daughter. the masses at the chapel of the home she lives in.
Her father, while still young, became very ill; her mother
Mary left, with her group, tired but happy. What a
prayed daily for him and faithfully attended the annual lovely meeting! Thank you Mary, I will have fond memonovena to Saint Joseph. Often accompanying her mother ries, and I hope to see you again!
to the Oratory, Mary Ryan met Brother André on several
Claudia Côté
occasions.

@

Keep in touch with the Oratory
throughout the year thanks to
our monthly newsletter!

Register on our website: www.saint-joseph.org
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NEWS
▶ Continued from page 1

This financial assistance has been
granted as part of the Fonds Chantiers
Canada-Québec, Grands Projets and
the Programme d’Infrastructures Québec-Municipalités. The Government of
Canada contributes nearly $22 million
and the Government of Québec $30.8
million. This project represents a significant bequest as part of Montréal’s
375th anniversary celebrated in 2017.
In addition to the funding announced by both governments and $10
million confirmed by the City of Montréal, Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount
Royal, with the support of its Foundation, will develop a plan to cover the
remaining costs of nearly $17 million
for the completion of phases 2, 3 and
4 of its renovation and development
project, whose total estimated costs
hover near $80 million.

Marc Gilbert

New Start…

During the June 6 press conference, Father Claude Grou, CSC, Rector of Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount
Royal was surrounded by Ministers Hélène David, Martin Coiteux, Mélanie Joly, Carlos J. Leitão and
Montréal Mayor Denis Coderre. He thanked them for granting financial support to the project and took
the opportunity to present its next phases to the representatives of the media.

Next steps of the project
Phases 2 and 3 of this major project
(2017-2019) include the construction
of a new visitor and service pavilion, a
low-rise building with roofs featuring
greenery blending into Mount Royal’s
profile, which will offer easier access
to all of the sanctuary’s facilities from
street level. A large, multipurpose
outdoor plaza for pedestrians will
also be added to the Crypt level. The
Oratory’s carillon, the only one of its
kind in Québec, will be restored and
further showcased in a new structure
overlooking the plaza.
The monumental garden marking
the pedestrian’s entrance will also
be redesigned to feature fewer paved
areas and more greeneries. Moreover,
the lighting of all the sanctuary’s areas
and buildings will also be updated.
The Oratory’s major development
project will culminate with phase 4
(2019-2021), which will feature the

A simulated view of the evolving architectural concept for the visitor and service pavilion and campanile
of the carillon.

Oratory Museum’s renovation, the
reconfiguration of the Basilica’s interdome area as a unique exhibition and
immersive projection space, as well as
the construction of an Observatory at
the Basilica’s skylight level (the highest
point of its outer dome), 243 meters
above the St. Lawrence River, offering
a breathtaking, 360º view.

“This investment will add a very interesting dimension to this flagship site
of our cultural, historic and religious
heritage. In this sense, it will complete
Saint Brother André’s vision,” concluded
Father Grou.

Elaine Mayrand
Nathalie Dumas

Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal, 3800 Queen Mary Road Montreal QC H3V 1H6 • Telephone : 514 733-8211
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