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Ten years ago, on Sunday, October 17, 2010, 
Brother André’s canonization was celebrated 
in Rome. On that day, the man who built Saint 
Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal was named 

“Saint André Bessette” of the Universal Church. 
This official recognition was the culmination of stead-

fast hope and numerous efforts which were undertaken in 1940 by 
the members of the Congregation of Holy Cross and the Archdiocese 
of Montréal. 

The event raised enthusiasm and emotions at Saint Joseph’s Oratory, 
in Quebec, within the Canadian Church and everywhere Brother André 
was known and admired. Political figures paid tribute to Brother André, 
highlighting his exemplary life and extraordinary qualities. “A very great 
saint,” added Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte.

Live from Rome
Thousands of people wanting to be a part of the event came together 
for the festivities surrounding the canonization in the Eternal City and 
at Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal. A prayer vigil was held on 
October 16, as a prelude to the solemn celebration the following day. 
Determined pilgrims waited all night long in the Oratory’s Crypt Church 
so they could watch the live televised coverage of the historic event at 
4 AM.

Pope Benedict XVI presided over this Solemn Mass, which began with 
the rite of canonization for six Blesseds, among them: Brother André, 
born Alfred Bessette on August 9, 1845. An estimated 100,000 people 
waving scarves and flags swamped Saint Peter’s Square to cheer the 
new saints. 

A Huge Crowd!
The great celebration of saintliness continued two weeks later at the 
Olympic Stadium in Montréal with a Mass of Thanksgiving for Brother 
André’s canonization. Almost 48,000 people of all ages and from all 

over took part in the celebration presided by 
Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte, surrounded by 
Canadian Bishops. The importance of this event 
was highlighted by the presence of civilian and 
religious dignitaries.

“The Church never canonizes individuals solely 
for who they were and how they lived in the 
past, said Cardinal Turcotte in his homily, but 
for what they have to say and what they have 
to teach people of today.” The Archbishop of 
Montréal noted that Saint Brother André “tells 
us and shows us that life is beautiful and fruitful 
when it is spent in the service of others (…); that 
life is worth living in communion with God.” 

Brother André’s canonization was truly an 
historic moment, a fraternal gathering and 
a celebration of faith. The event belongs to 
yesterday; the saint to today. – Nathalie Dumas

REMEMBERING
AN HISTORIC DAY

Banners bearing the figure of Brother André animated the 
urban landscape on the occasion of his canonization in 2010. 
“A friend. A brother. A saint.” The essential boiled down to 
a few well-chosen words. (Design: Ogilvy)

Friend
of Brother André

The

> Photos of the event inside!
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THOUSANDS OF  
SMALL GIFTS
I am sending my donation for 
August 1. I see this as a birthday gift 
for Saint Brother André. It’s not very 
much but I’m happy to make this 
small sacrifice.

I could never “pay for” all the bless-
ings I’ve received from Saint Joseph 
and Brother André. And in any case, 
I know they’re given freely. But I can 
thank the Lord for all His blessings 
by being faithful in my prayers and 
showing brotherly love through 
goodness, justice and truth.

I realize this small gesture in itself is 
not enough to fix the Oratory’s entire 
financial situation, but I’ll pray that 
you receive thousands and thousands 
of small gifts like this one.— Serge

A COMMITMENT  
TO HONOUR
Due to certain circumstances beyond 
our control, we have been unable 
to honour our commitment to the 
Associates of Brother André over the 
past few years.

After hearing Father Grou’s heartfelt 
plea, we’ve decided to make an effort 
to become actively committed to the 
Associates again.

However, we’re unable to make 
the annual contribution in a single 
payment. If it’s acceptable to you, 
we’ll send you three cheques over 
the course of the year.

We sincerely hope that next year 
everything will return to normal.

Rest assured that we’re supporting 
you and the entire Holy Cross family 
with our prayers. — R. and M.

DEEPLY  TOUCHED
I was deeply touched upon just 
receiving my certificate as a Grand 
Associate of Brother André. When I 
started donating to Saint Joseph’s 
Oratory, not for a minute did I think 
that one day I’d become a Grand 
Associate, believe me. 

I’ve joined a large family of benefac-
tors whom I hope to meet one day. 
It’s just a matter of time. 

For now, every day I pray to Saint 
Joseph, the great listener of God’s 
word, and to Brother André, the 
friend of the poor and the aban-
doned, and the powerful intercessor 
to the Father.

“We ask to be made a part of God’s 
work, alongside you, in a spirit of 
prayer, compassion and humility,” as 
the prayer to Brother André reminds 
us.

Thank you for everything. May the 
Lord bless you and keep you in His 
peace. — Guy

DOING MY PART
Thank you for taking the time to send 
me your words of encouragement 
and thank you for praying for me. 
My return to health is going slowly, 
but I’m sure that Saint Brother André 
and Saint Joseph are working on it, 
as we say, so I’m confident.

I’m sending you a small donation 
for the Oratory. Thank you for giving 
me an opportunity to do my part, 
however small it may be. I realize 
that with the pandemic, the Oratory’s 
financial situation is surely not an 
easy one. But it will undoubtedly 
return to normal, or at least that’s my 
wish for you. — Ghislain

Heartfelt  Support
WE ARE CONTINUING 
OUR MISSION

The mission of Saint Joseph’s Oratory of 
Mount Royal reminds us that our sanc-
tuary is a place of expression of faith, 
prayer, healing and peace. In 2020, 
we have had to discover new ways to 

pursue this mission despite the challenging times we 
are going through. 

With digital technology, our place of prayer has been 
able to open new doors. We are inviting people to 
participate in the daily Eucharist through a broadcast 
on Radio VM. During spring closure, Sunday Mass, in 
English and French, as well as the Mass for the Sick on 
Wednesday were broadcast on Facebook. We added 
an Adoration prayer time and, for the month devoted 
to Mary, a daily Rosary. Social media are enabling us 
to reach out to a large number of pilgrims and support  
them in their prayers. Through these media, young 
people are perhaps finding God … We must not under-
estimate the reach and the value of these new channels.

Our pastoral team, aware of the difficulties faced by 
elderly people who are confined to their homes and 
sometimes their rooms, made hundreds of phone calls to 
offer moral and spiritual support for this population. The 
service of listening, which is so important to the Oratory, 
finds renewed expression here. 

When Saint Joseph’s Oratory was able to reopen its 
doors, we were happy to once again welcome pilgrims 
and to come together for prayer, especially to celebrate 
the Eucharist. While the situation changes from one day 
to the next, the Oratory’s mission remains steadfast. 

More than ever during these times of uncertainty, people 
need the caring support that the Church can offer them. A 
deep and nurtured spirituality can give us the strength to 
move past the obstacles that appear on our path. Places 
of worship are havens of openness and receptivity that 
continue to be essential for the well-being of so many. 

With your support, we are continuing this mission that 
the Lord has entrusted to us through Saint Brother André. 

My sincere and brotherly thanks!
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Father Claude Grou, CSC  
Rector
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THE CANONIZATION OF BROTHER ANDRÉ
Pictures of a great event

October 17, 2010

St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Rome

Thousands of pilgrims from various countries 
invaded St. Peter’s Square in Rome on Sunday 
October 17, 2010, including a large delegation 
for Saint Brother André. (Photo: Nathalie Dumas)

The façade of St. Peter’s Basilica  
was hung with portraits of the six new 
saints including Saint André Bessette,  

as the Holy Father named him.
(Photo: OSJ)

The moment was both solemn and joyful.  
Under the radiant sun of Rome, the canonization 
of Brother André was celebrated with decorum  
on the square of the Vatican Basilica. 
(Photo: Charles Mc Bride, CSC)

Pope Benedict said about Brother André: “For him, everything 
spoke of God and of God’s presence. May we, in his footsteps, 

seek God with simplicity in order to discover him ever present 
in the heart of our life! ” (Photo: Claire Dumesnil)
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THE CANONIZATION OF BROTHER ANDRÉ

Among the offertory gifts brought to the altar: 
the blueprints for the Oratory’s Basilica,  
old wooden crutches, Saint Joseph’s Oil and a 
suitcase of Brother André. (Photo: Maxime Boisvert)

A huge crowd of 48,000 people filled the 
bleachers for the Mass of Thanksgiving  
in honour of Saint Brother André. 
(Photo: Bernard Brault)

October 30, 2010

Olympic Stadium  
of Montreal

During a reception at the Generalate of the Holy Cross in Rome,  
Fr. Grou, CSC, shows the guests an icon of Saint André Bessette 
written by Élizabeth Bergeron who herself offered it to the  
Holy Father at the papal audience on October 20.
(Photo: André Charron, CSC)

“This is not a small saint that  
has been canonized, but a  
great, great one,” said  
Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte,  
the Archbishop of Montreal,  
who presided over the Mass  
at the Olympic Stadium,  
on October 30. (Photo: Bernard Brault)

The reliquary of Saint Brother André 
entered the Stadium, carried by Bessette 

brothers from Mont-Saint-Grégoire, 
hometown of Saint André, born  

Alfred Bessette. (Photo: Bernard Brault)
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Marie-Anne Desjardins
Planned Giving Program Director 

514 733-8216, ext. 2523  |  1-877-672-8647
madesjardins@osj.qc.ca

Donor Profile: Anne Lindale

A Powerful Legacy built on Prayers
I finally met Anne Lindale, one of our annuitants, last fall 
at a public event Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal 
was hosting. She told me immediately she wanted to 
discuss something with me. 

It turns out Anne’s been a donor to the Oratory for 20 years, 
sharing what she can to support the spiritual legacy of 
Brother André, including contracting a charitable annuity! 
I asked why she’s so committed to giving to the Oratory. 
She said: 

“You feel like you belong to something  
greater than you are; that you’re contributing  

to an important cause. And you can see it 
flourishing through your donations.”

She’s been a regular visitor, making her first trip with her 
husband in 1968. As a member of the Legion of Mary, 
she’s also organised bus pilgrimages from Ottawa to the 
Oratory.

This sanctuary is very special to Anne and she’s very fond 
of the Votive Chapel where so many candles twinkle repre-
senting as many prayer intentions to Saint Joseph. 

Honouring her values
Lately, Mrs. Lindale has been thinking about the Oratory 
and the next phase of her life. She has been carefully 
considering her family’s future needs and her financial 
situation. She’s been praying to Saint Joseph for help with 
these matters, looking for clarity. 

This is why she took my hand at the event that day, eager 
to ask a question. She had read an article I wrote in 
The Friend of Brother André newsletter about making a 
gift in your will and wanted to learn more about how to go 
about doing this herself. 

Last month, Anne phoned me and told me that she had 
decided to contribute to the legacy of Saint Joseph’s 
Oratory by making a gift in her will.

“I had thought about it for a long time but,  
after speaking with you, it became  

an easy decision. I prayed on it. Over time,  
it’s revealed to me. Saint Joseph has a way  

of guiding that’s very practical.”

While she works on the details of her plan, she continues 
to pray to be guided so that her will is written in a way that 
takes into account her values as well as her family’s future.  

And I will be there for her, if and when she feels I can help 
her make this project come true. 

If you, like Anne, have been wondering about making a gift 
in your will to the Oratory while also ensuring your family’s 
needs and your financial goals, please contact me. You too 
can count on my support.

Photo: Courtesy
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    It’s a process,  
a profound reflexion.

It’s a process of  
growing, personally.

P L A N N E D  G I V I N G  P R O G R A M



DID YOU GET  
YOUR STEP?

Purchase a step that will lead to the 
future observatory, at the top of the 
dome! Have your name inscribed on 
the step, or choose the name of a 
departed loved one.

This unique offer has been very 
popular over the past year, both 
with friends of the Oratory and the 
general public. Are you interested 
in this type of donation? 

Steps can be purchased for $2,500, 
$5,000 or $25,000 (to be paid in one 
or more installments), depending 
on where the step is located. 

The funds received will be added 
to those collected through the 
Reaching New Heights campaign 
for the Major Development Project. 
Carve out your place in history!

The Oratory seen by …

Public figures have agreed  
to share their attachment  
to Saint Joseph’s Oratory  
in support of the fundraising 
campaign for its major 
development project.

“T he first time I became aware of 
the Oratory, what the Oratory 

was, the size of the building, was when 
I entered the Université de Montréal. 
On summer evenings, my window was 
open, sometimes I heard the organ, 
other times hymns, things like that. 

And for the purposes of a film where you 
wanted to have space above the hero’s 
head, you always ended up coming back 
to the Oratory. It’s absolutely majestic. 

The only buildings we have that are 
really majestic are our churches. They’re 
the only ones, for historical or religious 
reasons, where people put their savings 
together, they put their money together, 
and they built this Oratory. 

Do as I did and participate in safe-
guarding the heritage jewel that is  
Saint Joseph’s Oratory. Give for your 
love of heaven.”

DENYS ARCAND – Film Director
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please contact us:

514 733-8211, ext. 2721 or 2862
1 877 672-8647

donations@osj.qc.ca 
www.saint-joseph.org/yoursupport

À venir
note sur activités  

www.saint.joseph.org

 
AVAILABLE NOW 

2021 CALENDAR
 boutique.saint-joseph.org

12 superb 
photos of  
the Shrine 
and its 
surroundings

Liturgical 
Feast Days 
and important 
dates at the 
Oratory

OBSERVATORY

MUSEUM

 

3800 QUEEN MARY ROAD 
MONTREAL QC  H3V 1H6  
514 733-8211    
WWW.SAINT-JOSEPH.ORG

      |      

RECEIVE THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE ORATORY BY E-MAIL

SIGN UP FOR THE NEWSLETTER NOW!

www.saint.joseph.org
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View the video of this 
testimonial and others at 

oratory360.com *plus taxes and 
shipping fees

The holding of our events is subject to the  
measures issued by the Government  

concerning the Covid situation.  
Visit our website for more information.

www.saint.joseph.org


